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What's new 

Emergency Plan for Proper Drug and Vaccine Storage 

SCPP was notified that there was a loss of publicly funded vaccines as a result of inadequate temperature 

monitoring during a recent power outage. 

Pharmacy managers are reminded that in addition to having written routine vaccine storage and handling 

policies and procedures, SCPP requires that they also have an emergency plan in place, along with 

proper training, so that all staff can be prepared in the case of a power failure, natural disasters (such as 

floods and fires), etc. 

Pharmacists must be aware of the requirements as outlined in the SCPP Vaccine Storage, Handling, and 

Transport Guidelines in terms of the expectations for both private and publicly-funded vaccines as well 

other refrigerated pharmaceutical products. To minimize unnecessary wastage of publicly funded vaccines 

and to ensure public safety moving into the fall, pharmacy managers are reminded that they must ensure 

that routine and urgent vaccine storage and handling protocols are documented and that all pharmacy 

staff have been trained on these policies and procedures. 

In addition to best practices and tips contained in SCPP’s Vaccine Storage, Handling and Transport 

Guidelines , the Ministry of Health has provided some guidance for emergency plans for the publicly funded 

vaccine programs (i.e. , Influenza program ) ( Pharmacy Vaccine Storage and Handling Checklist) and the 

COVID-19 immunization program ( Appendix A Refrigerator Vaccine Storage and Handling Pharmacy 

Checklist ) . 

While cold-chain management is the responsibility of all pharmacy team members, pharmacy managers 

may consider implementing best practices such as designating a primary vaccine coordinator at each site, 

to support pharmacy professionals in ensuring cold chain is maintained at all times. 

Not only do pharmacists have to consider vaccines and other pharmaceutical products in the fridge , but in 

the entire pharmacy, because ambient temperatures can fall below or exceed temperate storage 

requirements quickly in the event of a power failure, etc. 

Pharmacy Managers are also reminded that pharmacies are required to have refrigerators in good working 

order (i.e. , SCPP Regulatory Bylaws , Part J, section 11(3) ) . However, SCPP and the Ministry of Health 

strongly encourage the use of temperature data loggers, in addition to the written policies and procedures, 

to support the temperature monitoring needed to preserve the vaccine supply. 

Additional direction on refrigerator and storage requirements is provided to members in the SCPP 

Refrigerator and Temperature Monitoring Equipment Requirements , Administration of Drugs by Injection 

and Other Routes FAQs , and chapter 9 of the Saskatchewan Immunization Manual (SIM). 

Common and Developing COVID-19 Vaccine Issues 

The Complaints team at SCPP has been addressing developing issues with the administration of COVID- 

19 vaccinations in retail pharmacies. The issues have included: 

The Pfizer COVID vaccine being administered to a patient under the age of 12 ( prior to the Ministry 

of Health announcement of eligibility to all children born in 2009 regardless of birthday) . 

Pharmacists are reminded to confirm the patient’s age before administration of the vaccine. 

Patient not receiving proper treatment for an anaphylactic reaction. 

The College would like to remind all pharmacies providing vaccinations that they should have an 

anaphylaxis management kit and maintain a log of what it contains. Information can be found in the 

SCPP Reference Manual Administration of Drugs by Injection and Other Routes and the 

Saskatchewan Immunization Manual (SIM) Chapter 12 Anaphylaxis Management . In addition, 

SCPP's COVID-19 Immunizer FAQ was written to help pharmacy professionals navigate the 

multiple requirements and it builds on the information found in the Admin by Injection documents. 

Pharmacies not following requirements for fridge temperature monitoring, including not recording 

min. and max. temperatures, not resetting min./max. temperatures after each reading, and not 

ensuring their fridge temperature monitoring devices can monitor fridge temperatures as per the 

requirements. 

See the SCPP Reference Manual: Vaccine Storage, Handling and Transport Guidelines (Section 

2.1.2.2, 5, and 6), Refrigerator and Temperature Monitoring Equipment Requirements , Summary of 

Record-Keeping Requirements , and Administration of Drugs by Injection and Other Routes FAQs . 

Administering of undiluted Pfizer vaccine to patients. 

Administering of diluent only (0.9% Sodium Chloride Injection, USP) to patient s , resulting in patients 

not receiving vaccine and needing to be seen again. 

As the Pfizer vaccines require dilution prior to use, errors have occurred where patients have 

received undiluted vaccine or no vaccine. 

Administering the second COVID vaccine before the recommended interval. 

Pharmacists are reminded to check Panorama in the eHealth viewer prior to administration of the 

vaccine. This is part of the therapeutic/clinical assessment step in the process as noted in the 

COVID-19 Immunizer FAQ . 

Pre-drawn syringes. 

The College would like to remind all immunizers that pre-drawing vaccine syringes is not permitted. 

See SIM Chapter 8 Administration of Biological Products Section 1.3.1) and 5 as well as the SCPP 

COVID-19 Immunizer FAQ . 

Pharmacies are reminded that it is their responsibility to understand and follow all requirements set forth 

by the Government of Saskatchewan COVID Vaccination Program . The COVID-19 Immunizer FAQ and 

the SCPP COVID-19 page are also key resources. 

Herpes Zoster Vaccine - Remains Schedule I in SK 

Recently the National Association of Pharmacy Regulatory Authorities 

(NAPRA) approved recommendations of the National Drug Scheduling 

Advisory Committee (NDSAC) to grant Schedule II status to non-live 

recombinant herpes zoster vaccine. 

Saskatchewan pharmacists should note that this will not have an impact in 

Saskatchewan as all vaccines are considered Schedule 1, except 

influenza and COVID-19 vaccines. 

Under the Vaccine Preventable Diseases Framework , Saskatchewan pharmacists have the ability to 

prescribe for Herpes Zoster should they choose to offer this service. 

Pharmacists can review information in the following Reference Manual documents for more information on 

Travel Health Services: 

Travel Health – Disease Prevention and Travel Health Services Policy and Framework for 

Saskatchewan Pharmacists 

Travel Health – Disease Prevention and Travel Health Services FAQs 

Pharmacists needing information for the public or other health providers are directed to the following 

resources: 

Travel Health – Key Messages and Q and A for the Public 

Travel Health FAQs for Other Providers 

Bisacodyl 

NAPRA also approved recommendations from NDSAC for: 

Bisacodyl , when sold in strengths of 5mg or less per oral dosage 

unit, in package sizes containing no more than 105mg of 

bisacodyl – to be granted Unscheduled status; 

Bisacodyl , when sold in strengths of 10mg or less per rectal 

dosage unit/suppository, in package sizes containing no more 

than 50mg of bisacodyl – to remain Unscheduled; and 

Bisacodyl and its salts , except when sold in strengths of 5mg or 

less per oral dosage unit in package sizes containing no more 

than 105mg of bisacodyl and except when sold in strengths of 

10mg or less per rectal dosage unit/suppository in package sizes 

containing no more than 50mg of bisacodyl – to remain in 

Schedule III . 

Continuing Education Permit Renewal 

Permit Renewal season is coming soon. Make 

Injections Live Workshops and Refreshers sure your pharmacy is ready and compliant. 

CPDPP is offering another injection training for 

licensed pharmacists and pharmacy technicians. The 

Live Workshop module takes place Sept. 15 in 

Saskatoon and Sept. 25 in Regina. 

The profession of pharmacy is continually evolving. Information in past publications may likely be outdated, and it is vital and 
incumbent on pharmacy professionals to seek out the most updated version of SCPP policies, guidelines and bylaws in more 

recent publications , the news section , and the Reference Manual . 
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